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Qualitative Research Consultants Association (QRCA) 

Announces Scholarship Recipient
It’s a long journey from a small, rural town in New Zealand’s South Island to the mountains of southern California, but one qualitative researcher has made it.
The recipient of the Qualitative Research Consultants Association (QRCA) 2009 Global Outreach Scholarship, Ngaia Calder of Auckland, New Zealand, attended the organization’s recent annual conference in Palm Springs, Calif.
“It was such an immersive and professional atmosphere,” Calder said. “And yet the networking aspect to the conference is very rewarding as well. It definitely will help me make the qualitative research work I do better.”
Having completed her academic studies at Otago University in Dunedin, Ngaia is currently working as Qualitative Research Manager at Needscope International/Focus Research in New Zealand’s largest city, Auckland. The QRCA Conference was her first visit to the United States.
Her scholarship includes membership in the QRCA, free conference registration and US$1,000 towards travel and accommodation costs. Candidates were evaluated based on their education, experience and a written, personal statement in which they articulated their plans for a future in the field.

“Ngaia is an impressive example of how the qualitative industry and the QRCA is reaching out to the next generation of researchers – all across the globe,” said QRCA board of directors member Manuela Fletcher of Andrew Fletcher Consulting Ltd. (Wellington, New Zealand).
Calder said even as a young person growing up she would collect examples of interesting ads. While her friends collected pictures of the latest heartthrob, she was fascinated with products, branding and advertising.

“I thrive on challenging myself to understand consumer points of view, unlock insights and translate those into deliverables,” Calder said. “Activation is my passion!” she stated in her application form for the QRCA scholarship.

This is the second such scholarship QRCA has awarded. Last year the Global Outreach Scholarship was earned by Huajing Huang, from Beijing. Since completing her academic studies in China and the UK, Huang has worked as a Project Manager at Force Research in Beijing. 

Anyone interested in being considered for future QRCA scholarships should complete an application form which can be downloaded from the QRCA web site at www.QRCA.org or requested from QRCA’s Assistant Executive Director, Darrin Hubbard, via e-mail at assistantexdir@qrca.org. Other information about the scholarship, including scholarship guidelines and deadlines for submitting applications, is available on the QRCA web site. 
About QRCA
QRCA (www.qrca.org) is a vibrant global network of qualitative researchers immersed in the most exciting work being done in the field. Our nearly 1,000 global members apply their passion, creativity and experience to help clients tap into the power of qualitative marketing research and successfully apply that research to product development and marketing.
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